


The album separates the themes of its title into three 
sections. Each section has four songs relating to  

The Heart, The Time, The Pen. The last song, the title track, 
embodies all three themes. So in total 13 songs. Although 

intentionally constructed to go deeper into the writer’s 
psyche as the album progresses from beginning to end, this 
can also be listened to with the sections played in random 

order, still ending with the title track. The idea is to create a 
different effect with each configuration. Also, you will hear 

three transitions, that are placed before the first song of each 
section that serve as indicators you are entering a new theme 

(The Heart, The Time, The Pen), the samples within these 
transitions were thoughtfully selected and contain deeper 

meanings to the three themes respectively. 

The artwork for the album heavily supports the album 
concept. In it you will find Danny & Dylan’s Guide to the 

album, 13 veiled correlations with the number 13, pictures 
that hold meaning to the concept, use of his son’s favorite 
color...red. Along with several other deliberate details.



13 Correlations with the Number 13 in the Album Artwork 
1. In The Dying Oak (poem featured on the album jacket) is 13 lines. The number of letters in 

the title is 13.
2. Add up the letters in Crow vs Lion and add them to the icons (The Heart, The Time, The Pen) 

it totals 13.
3. There are 13 hand drawn icons in the insert.
4. There are 13 personal family photos in the insert.
5. If you add up the people in the 13 personal family pictures it will appear to total 30.  

I purposesly chose a picture where someone is hidden for a reason. In the picture of me 
playing the Whack-a-Mole game, there is a person standing behind me. That is my Dad.  
He makes 31 people. 31 backwards is 13. I chose to obscure him because he is the first  
of 3 Dan’s in my family, along with myself and my son. 1 of 3 = 13. 

6. If you add up the intros and outros on the album they total 13.
7. The song Newborn (Exon 42) is the only song title that contains 13 characters.  

This song expounds upon the things I say backwards during the 3 transitions.
8. Dedicated to my son Danny, is song #1, dedicated to my son Dylan, is song #3.  

Next to each other they make 13.
9. Dedicated to my wife Rachael, is song #13.
10. The artists collage on the back cover of the insert has 13 people in it. 
11. All the clocks in the album art are set to 1:15 or 1 and 3...13.
12. Everytime the #13 is written or referenced on the album art it is in red ink, my son Danny’s 

favorite color. This is done 23 times. There are 17 red 13s, 2 times the red Heart, Time, Pen 
icons are on the same page as Crow vs Lion written, where each of the 3 icons and the 10 
letters in Crow vs Lion total 13, lastly add the 4 red clocks all set to 1:15 or 13 to get to that 
23 total. Done to represent the day Danny was born... May 23rd.    

13. 13 red 13s can be found on the Album Credits page...one for each person involved in the 
creation of the album. 13 people in total were asked to contribute to the making of this album. 



The Time section is exactly 13 minutes and 38 seconds.  
I am 38 years old.

The transitions are meant to be a palate cleanser and alert to the listener that they  
are entering into a new section. Raph’s (Hezekiah Jones) songs were used to both  

symbolize his influence, and also the lyrics chosen align with the themes relative to the 
sections they introduce.

Red Ring came from my son’s favorite toy, a red ring. He used to ask me for it  
and just say, “Red Ring” and I would say “Red Ring again!”. 

The recorded pen is writing something specific.

The only color besides the gray scale used on the album artwork is red,  
my son Danny’s favorite color.

The first 3 songs of the Time section are intentionally short to convey that time is fleeting.  
The last song of the Time section is intentionally the longest song on the album because  
it explores the idea about finding the authentic you...which can take a long time...or all of  

your time. In this sense time feels long and expansive.

The bell used to end the album was a gift from a friend. The bell was recorded 12 times by 
someone else at another time and place, the 13th time the bell was recorded is what you hear.

The transition at the beginning of Daniel Odin contains a reading from my grandfather’s  
WWII SS. J. Sterling Morton captain’s log book. My son’s middle name is Odin after  

my grandfather’s Norwegian lineage. The first entry in the log book is May 23rd 1945,  
69 years later my son Danny was born on May 23rd 2014. 


